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CHAPTERTWELVE
Adam’s Failure

We are now in a position to compare the historic record with divine revela-
tion. In the following quotations the numbers refer to pages in the Urantia Papers.

More than a hundred and fifty thousand years before Adam and Eve arrived
the planet had gone into rebellion. Some of the members of the staff of the
Planetary Prince had remained loyal, while others did not.

UP757 - The sixty members of the planetary staff who went into
rebellion chose Nod as their leader. They worked wholeheartedly for
the rebel Prince but soon discovered that they were deprived of the
sustenance of the system life circuits. They awakened to the fact that
they had been degraded to the status of mortal beings. They were
indeed superhuman but, at the same time, material and mortal. In an
effort to increase their numbers, Daligastia ordered immediate resort
to sexual reproduction, knowing full well that the original sixty and
their forty-four modified Andonite associates were doomed to suffer
extinction by death, sooner or later. After the fall of Dalamatia the
disloyal staff migrated to the north and the east. Their descendants
were long known as the Nodites, and their dwelling place as “the land
of Nod.”

UP758 - The presence of these extraordinary supermen and su-
perwomen, stranded by rebellion and presently mating with the sons
and daughters of earth, easily gave origin to those traditional stories of
the gods coming down to mate with mortals. And thus originated the
thousand and one legends of a mythical nature, but founded on the
facts of the postrebellion days, which later found a place in the folk
tales and traditions of the various peoples whose ancestors had par-
ticipated in these contacts with the Nodites and their descendants.

See Genesis 6:1-4.

UP758 - The staff rebels, deprived of spiritual sustenance, even-
tually died a natural death. And much of the subsequent idolatry of the
human races grew out of the desire to perpetuate the memory of these
highly honored beings of the days of Caligastia.
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UP857 - The pure-line Nodites were a magnificent race, but they
gradually mingled with the evolutionary peoples of earth, and before
long great deterioration had occurred. Ten thousand years after the
rebellion they had lost ground to the point where their average length
of life was little more than that of the evolutionary races.

These Nodites became the eighth race to appear on our world. They spread
widely, especially toward the north from the Prince’s headquarters at Dalamatia,
which was located just south of the present confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers. About one hundred and sixty years after the rebellion, the headquarters
sank beneath the ocean waters as a result of a great geological upheaval.

The divine plan intended that the world would be made ready for the appear-
ance of a Material Son and Daughter, through select breeding of human stock,
and purification of the races. The plan was disrupted by the rebellion. The races
had not been purified. When Adam and Eve arrived the world was in great confu-
sion and turmoil.

UP587 - The continuing existence of the Planetary Adam and Eve,
together with the pure-line nucleus of the violet race, imparts that sta-
bility of growth to Edenic culture by virtue of which it comes to act
upon the civilization of a world with the compelling force of tradition. In
these immortal Material Sons and Daughters we encounter the last
and the indispensable link connecting God with man, bridging the al-
most infinite gulf between the eternal Creator and the lowest finite
personalities of time. Here is a being of high origin who is physical,
material, even a sex creature like Urantia mortals, one who can see
and comprehend the invisible Planetary Prince and interpret him to
the mortal creatures of the realm, for the Material Sons and Daughters
are able to see all of the lower orders of spirit beings; they visualize the
Planetary Prince and his entire staff, visible and invisible.

UP593 - The result of the gift of the Adamic life plasm to the mor-
tal races is an immediate upstepping of intellectual capacity and an
acceleration of spiritual progress. There is usually some physical im-
provement also. On an average world the post-Adamic dispensation is
an age of great invention, energy control, and mechanical develop-
ment. This is the era of the appearance of multiform manufacture and
the control of natural forces; it is the golden age of exploration and the
final subduing of the planet. Much of the material progress of a world
occurs during this time of the inauguration of the development of the
physical sciences, just such an epoch as Urantia is now experiencing.
Your world is a full dispensation and more behind the average plan-
etary schedule.
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Van was one of the members of the Prince’s staff who had remained loyal.
He assumed leadership of the other loyal members, and toiled heavily in attempt
to recover from the effects of the rebellion.

the two seraphic transports, accompanied by the Jerusem personnel
intrusted with the transportation of the biologic uplifters to Urantia,
settled slowly to the surface of the revolving planet in the vicinity of

UP822 - Van told his nearest associates the story of the Material
Sons on Jerusem; what he had known of them before ever he came to
Urantia. He well knew that these Adamic Sons always lived in simple
but charming garden homes and proposed, eighty-three years before
the arrival of Adam and Eve, that they devote themselves to the proc-
lamation of their advent and to the preparation of a garden home for
their reception.

UP822 - Van divided his volunteers into one hundred companies
with a captain over each and an associate who served on his personal
staff as a liaison officer, keeping Amadon as his own associate. These
commissions all began in earnest their preliminary work, and the com-
mittee on location for the Garden sallied forth in search of the ideal
spot.

UP823 - When Material Sons, the biologic uplifters, begin their
sojourn on an evolutionary world, their place of abode is often called
the Garden of Eden because it is characterized by the floral beauty
and the botanic grandeur of Edentia, the constellation capital. Van well
knew of these customs and accordingly provided that the entire penin-
sula be given over to the Garden. Pasturage and animal husbandry
were projected for the adjoining mainland.

UP825 - In the center of the Garden temple Van planted the
long-guarded tree of life, whose leaves were for the “healing of the
nations,” and whose fruit had so long sustained him on earth. Van well
knew that Adam and Eve would also be dependent on this gift of Eden-
tia for their life maintenance after they once appeared on Urantia in
material form.

UP826 - When Van and his associates made ready the Garden for
Adam and Eve, they transplanted the Edentia tree to the Garden of
Eden, where, once again, it grew in a central, circular courtyard of
another temple to the Father. And Adam and Eve periodically partook
of its fruit for the maintenance of their dual form of physical life.

UP829 - Adam and Eve fell asleep on Jerusem, and when they
awakened in the Father’s temple on Urantia in the presence of the
mighty throng assembled to welcome them, they were face to face
with two beings of whom they had heard much, Van and his faithful
associate Amadon. These two heroes of the Caligastia secession were
the first to welcome them in their new garden home.

UP828 - Adam and Eve arrived on Urantia, from the year A.D.
1934, 37,848 years ago. It was in midseason when the Garden was in
the height of bloom that they arrived. At high noon and unannounced,

the temple of the Universal Father. All the work of rematerializing the
bodies of Adam and Eve was carried on within the precincts of this
newly created shrine. And from the time of their arrival ten days passed
before they were re-created in dual human form for presentation as
the world’s new rulers. They regained consciousness simultaneously.
The Material Sons and Daughters always serve together. It is the es-
sence of their service at all times and in all places never to be sepa-
rated. They are designed to work in pairs; seldom do they function
alone.

UP583 - A Planetary Adam and Eve are, in potential, the full gift of
physical grace to the mortal races. The chief business of such an im-
ported pair is to multiply and to uplift the children of time. But there is
no immediate interbreeding between the people of the garden and
those of the world; for many generations Adam and Eve remain bio-
logically segregated from the evolutionary mortals while they build up
a strong race of their order. This is the origin of the violet race on the
inhabited worlds.

UP585 - Usually the violet peoples do not begin to amalgamate
with the planetary natives until their own group numbers over one mil-
lion. But in the meantime the staff of the Planetary Prince proclaims
that the children of the Gods have come down, as it were, to be one
with the races of men; and the people eagerly look forward to the day
when announcement will be made that those who have qualified as
belonging to the superior racial strains may proceed to the Garden of
Eden and be there chosen by the sons and daughters of Adam as the
evolutionary fathers and mothers of the new and blended order of
mankind.

UP583 - The plans for race upstepping are prepared by the Plan-
etary Prince and his staff and are executed by Adam and Eve. And
this was where your Material Son and his companion were placed at
great disadvantage when they arrived on Urantia. Caligastia offered
crafty and effective opposition to the Adamic mission; and notwith-
standing that the Melchizedek receivers of Urantia had duly warned
both Adam and Eve concerning the planetary dangers inherent in the
presence of the rebellious Planetary Prince, this archrebel, by a wily
stratagem, outmaneuvered the Edenic pair and entrapped them into a
violation of the covenant of their trusteeship as the visible rulers of
your world. The traitorous Planetary Prince did succeed in compro-
mising your Adam and Eve, but he failed in his effort to involve them
in the Lucifer rebellion.
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UP840 - Caligastia paid frequent visits to the Garden and held
many conferences with Adam and Eve, but they were adamant to all
his suggestions of compromise and short-cut adventures. They had
before them enough of the results of rebellion to produce effective
immunity against all such insinuating proposals. Even the young off-
spring of Adam were uninfluenced by the overtures of Daligastia. And
of course neither Caligastia nor his associate had power to influence
any individual against his will, much less to persuade the children of
Adam to do wrong.

UP840 - But the fallen Prince was persistent and determined. He
soon gave up working on Adam and decided to try a wily flank attack
on Eve. The evil one concluded that the only hope for success lay in
the adroit employment of suitable persons belonging to the upper strata
of the Nodite group, the descendants of his onetime corporeal-staff
associates. And the plans were accordingly laid for entrapping the
mother of the violet race.

UP841 - For more than five years these plans were secretly ma-
tured. At last they had developed to the point where Eve consented to
have a secret conference with Cano, the most brilliant mind and active
leader of the near-by colony of friendly Nodites. Cano was very sym-
pathetic with the Adamic regime; in fact, he was the sincere spiritual
leader of those neighboring Nodites who favored friendly relations with
the Garden.

The fateful meeting occurred during the twilight hours of the au-
tumn evening, not far from the home of Adam. Eve had never before
met the beautiful and enthusiastic Cano — and he was a magnificent
specimen of the survival of the superior physique and outstanding in-
tellect of his remote progenitors of the Prince’s staff. And Cano also
thoroughly believed in the righteousness of the Serapatatia project.
(Outside of the Garden, multiple mating was a common practice.)

Influenced by flattery, enthusiasm, and great personal persuasion,
Eve then and there consented to embark upon the much-discussed
enterprise, to add her own little scheme of world saving to the larger
and more far-reaching divine plan. Before she quite realized what was
transpiring, the fatal step had been taken. It was done.

UP842 - The celestial life of the planet was astir. Adam recog-
nized that something was wrong, and he asked Eve to come aside with
him in the Garden. And now, for the first time, Adam heard the entire
story of the long-nourished plan for accelerating world improvement
by operating simultaneously in two directions: the prosecution of the
divine plan concomitantly with the execution of the Serapatatia enter-
prise.
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And as the Material Son and Daughter thus communed in the
moonlit Garden, “the voice in the Garden” reproved them for disobedi-
ence. And that voice was none other than my own announcement to
the Edenic pair that they had transgressed the Garden covenant; that
they had disobeyed the instructions of the Melchizedeks; that they had
defaulted in the execution of their oaths of trust to the sovereign of the
universe.

Eve had consented to participate in the practice of good and evil.
Good is the carrying out of the divine plans; sin is a deliberate trans-
gression of the divine will; evil is the misadaptation of plans and the
maladjustment of techniques resulting in universe disharmony and plan-
etary confusion.

UP843 - It was in the despair of the realization of failure that Adam,
the day after Eve’s misstep, sought out Laotta, the brilliant Nodite
woman who was head of the western schools of the Garden, and with
premeditation committed the folly of Eve. But do not misunderstand;
Adam was not beguiled; he knew exactly what he was about; he delib-
erately chose to share the fate of Eve. He loved his mate with a
supermortal affection, and the thought of the possibility of a lonely
vigil on Urantia without her was more than he could endure.

UP834 - Adamson was the first-born of the violet race of Urantia,
being followed by his sister and Eveson, the second son of Adam and
Eve. Eve was the mother of five children before the Melchizedeks left
— three sons and two daughters. The next two were twins. She bore
sixty-three children, thirty-two daughters and thirty-one sons, before
the default. When Adam and Eve left the Garden, their family con-
sisted of four generations numbering 1,647 pure-line descendants. They
had forty-two children after leaving the Garden besides the two off-
spring of joint parentage with the mortal stock of earth. And this does
not include the Adamic parentage to the Nodite and evolutionary races.

UP847 - When Adam elected to leave the first garden to the Nodites
unopposed, he and his followers could not go west, for the Edenites
had no boats suitable for such a marine adventure. They could not go
north; the northern Nodites were already on the march toward Eden.
They feared to go south; the hills of that region were infested with
hostile tribes. The only way open was to the east, and so they jour-
neyed eastward toward the then pleasant regions between the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers. And many of those who were left behind later
journeyed eastward to join the Adamites in their new valley home.

UP844 - The Edenic caravan was halted on the third day out from
the Garden by the arrival of the seraphic transports from Jerusem.
And for the first time Adam and Eve were informed of what was to
become of their children. While the transports stood by, those children
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who had arrived at the age of choice (twenty years) were given the
option of remaining on Urantia with their parents or of becoming wards
of the Most Highs of Norlatiadek. Two thirds chose to go to Edentia;
about one third elected to remain with their parents. All children of
prechoice age were taken to Edentia. No one could have beheld the
sorrowful parting of this Material Son and Daughter and their children
without realizing that the way of the transgressor is hard. These off-
spring of Adam and Eve are now on Edentia; we do not know what
disposition is to be made of them.

UP845 - It was while the Edenic caravan was halted that Adam
and Eve were informed of the nature of their transgressions and ad-
vised concerning their fate. Gabriel appeared to pronounce judgment.
And this was the verdict: The Planetary Adam and Eve of Urantia are
adjudged in default; they have violated the covenant of their trustee-
ship as the rulers of this inhabited world.

UP846 - In estimating the results of the Adamic mission on your
world, justice demands the recognition of the condition of the planet.
Adam was confronted with a well-nigh hopeless task when, with his
beautiful mate, he was transported from Jerusem to this dark and con-
fused planet. But had they been guided by the counsel of the
Melchizedeks and their associates, and had they been more patient,
they would have eventually met with success. But Eve listened to the
insidious propaganda of personal liberty and planetary freedom of ac-
tion. She was led to experiment with the life plasm of the material
order of sonship in that she allowed this life trust to become prema-
turely commingled with that of the then mixed order of the original
design of the Life Carriers which had been previously combined with
that of the reproducing beings once attached to the staff of the Plan-
etary Prince.

UP847 - Cain and Sansa were both born before the Adamic cara-
van had reached its destination between the rivers in Mesopotamia.
Laotta, the mother of Sansa, perished at the birth of her daughter; Eve
suffered much but survived, owing to superior strength. Eve took Sansa,
the child of Laotta, to her bosom, and she was reared along with Cain.
Sansa grew up to be a woman of great ability. She became the wife of
Sargan, the chief of the northern blue races, and contributed to the
advancement of the blue men of those times.

UP851 - After becoming established in the second garden on the
Euphrates, Adam elected to leave behind as much of his life plasm as
possible to benefit the world after his death. Accordingly, Eve was
made the head of a commission of twelve on race improvement, and
before Adam died this commission had selected 1,682 of the highest
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type of women on Urantia, and these women were impregnated with
the Adamic life plasm. Their children all grew up to maturity except
112, so that the world, in this way, was benefited by the addition of
1,570 superior men and women. Though these candidate mothers were
selected from all the surrounding tribes and represented most of the
races on earth, the majority were chosen from the highest strains of
the Nodites, and they constituted the early beginnings of the mighty
Andite race. These children were born and reared in the tribal sur-
roundings of their respective mothers.

This event led to the later tradition of women in historic Near East cultures
going into a local temple to “sleep with the god” during the spring festival celebra-
tions. This so-called temple prostitution had actual precedent through Adam.

In Babylon all women, rich and poor, once in their lives submitted them-
selves to a stranger in the temple of Ishtar. The wages earned from this sacred
harlotry were dedicated to the mother goddess. The same practice took place
among the Amorites, down to the second century AD. In Armenia the noblest
families dedicated their daughters to the service of the goddess of fertility, the
great Mother goddess. This same tradition, in diluted form, was observed by the
Roman vestal virgins who tended the sacred fires on the hearth of Vesta (Greek
Hestia), the goddess of hearth and home. The sacred harlotry was also practiced
among the Hebrews but severely condemned by their religious leaders. The people
served Baal and the Ashterah, Judges 2. Solomon went after the Ashteroth, the
goddess of the Phoenicians, I Kings 11:15. The practice was regarded as an
abomination, II Kings 23:13.

UP861 - Adamson was 120 years old at this time and had been the
father of thirty-two pure-line children of the first garden. He wanted to
remain with his parents and assist them in upbuilding the second gar-
den, but he was greatly disturbed by the loss of his mate and their
children, who had all elected to go to Edentia along with those other
Adamic children who chose to become wards of the Most Highs.

UP861 - A company of twenty-seven followed Adamson north-
ward in quest of these people of his childhood fantasies. In a little over
three years Adamson’s party actually found the object of their adven-
ture, and among these people he discovered a wonderful and beauti-
ful woman, twenty years old, who claimed to be the last pure-line de-
scendant of the Prince’s staff. This woman, Ratta, said that her ances-
tors were all descendants of two of the fallen staff of the Prince. She
was the last of her race, having no living brothers or sisters. She had
about decided not to mate, had about made up her mind to die without
issue, but she lost her heart to the majestic Adamson. And when she
heard the story of Eden, how the predictions of Van and Amadon had
really come to pass, and as she listened to the recital of the Garden
default, she was encompassed with but a single thought — to marry



~158~ Our Celestial Visitors

this son and heir of Adam. And quickly the idea grew upon Adamson.
In a little more than three months they were married.

These events came down into historic memory through The Gilgamesh Epic
(GE) from Sumeria. The epic was translated by Alexander Heidel, and published
by the University of Chicago Press in 1946.

I shall now go on to the consequences of these sad transactions in those far
off days.



