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Group members of the Four-and-Twenty include great spiritual leaders from

the very ancient past, and some from historic memory, including Moses, Elijah,

and John the Baptist.  Also included are Adam and Eve. Their contribution to the

enlarging sovereignty of the Supreme shows the importance of their role in un-

folding planetary destiny.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

UP1251 - This board of planetary directors is especially concerned with

the supervision of those activities on this world which result from the fact that

Michael here experienced his terminal bestowal. They are kept in close and

immediate touch with Michael by the liaison activities of a certain Brilliant

Evening Star, the identical being who attended upon Jesus throughout the

mortal bestowal.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Since this is the sentimental shrine of all Nebadon the planet plays a very

important role in focusing the mercy of our Creator.  Election of one-time plan-

etary mortal residents to this management shows the importance Michael places

in trusting responsibility to those former mortals.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

UP1252 - At the present time one John, known to you as “the Baptist,” is

chairman of this council when it is in session on Jerusem. But the ex officio

head of this council is the Assigned Sentinel of Satania, the direct and per-

sonal representative of the Associate Inspector on Salvington and of the Su-

preme Executive of Orvonton.

UP1252 - The members of this same commission of former Urantians

also act as advisory supervisors of the thirty-six other rebellion-isolated worlds

of the system; they perform a very valuable service in keeping Lanaforge, the

System Sovereign, in close and sympathetic touch with the affairs of these

planets, which still remain more or less under the overcontrol of the Constella-

tion Fathers of Norlatiadek. These twenty-four counselors make frequent trips

as individuals to each of the quarantined planets, especially to Urantia.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

The unique role of this world in universe affairs is once again emphasized.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

CHAPTER TEN

The Planetary Supervisors

The following numbers refer to the pages of the Urantia Papers.  I include

these direct quotations as the best method to show how our planet is currently

managed.  I intersperse comments.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

UP1251 -  Since the times of Michael’s bestowal on your world the gen-

eral management of Urantia has been intrusted to a special group on Jerusem

of twenty-four onetime Urantians. Qualification for membership on this com-

mission is unknown to us, but we have observed that those who have been

thus commissioned have all been contributors to the enlarging sovereignty of

the Supreme in the system of Satania. By nature they were all real leaders

when they functioned on Urantia, and (excepting Machiventa Melchizedek)

these qualities of leadership have been further augmented by mansion world

experience and supplemented by the training of Jerusem citizenship. Mem-

bers are nominated to the twenty-four by the cabinet of Lanaforge, seconded

by the Most Highs of Edentia, approved by the Assigned Sentinel of Jerusem,

and appointed by Gabriel of Salvington in accordance with the mandate of

Michael. The temporary appointees function just as fully as do the permanent

members of this commission of special supervisors.

513 - These twenty-four counselors have been recruited from the eight

Urantia races, and the last of this group were assembled at the time of the

resurrection roll call of Michael, nineteen hundred years ago.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

The eight races included the original evolutionary Andonite people, most

closely represented by the modern Eskimo, the six Sangik colored races of the

red, yellow, blue, green, orange and indigo people, and the Nodites, descendants

of the staff of the Planetary Prince. The green and orange races were extermi-

nated in the early racial struggles, while the blue man was absorbed by the Andites

and became the modern white races. (The Andites were a blend of the direct

children of Adam with the Nodites and the Sangik races.)
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The postbestowal age in the current age, extending from the times of Jesus

to the present day.  The imminent planetary judgment will terminate this age.

Therefore, these four seats will be occupied by spiritual leaders from the past two

thousand years, possibly including human beings living today.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

UP514 - Numbers 21, 22, 23, and 24 are likewise temporarily filled while

being held in reserve for the great teachers of other and subsequent ages

which undoubtedly will follow the present age. Eras of the Magisterial Sons

and Teacher Sons and the ages of light and life are to be anticipated on Uran-

tia, regardless of unexpected visitations of divine Sons which may or may not

occur.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Thus we can see that the Four-and-Twenty Council has a long future ahead

of it, covering many ages.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

UP1252 - Every one hundred years of Urantia time, the Jerusem corps of

twenty-four planetary supervisors designate one of their number to sojourn on

your world to act as their executive representative, as resident governor gen-

eral. During the times of the preparation of these narratives this executive

officer was changed, the nineteenth so to serve being succeeded by the twen-

tieth. The name of the current planetary supervisor is withheld from you only

because mortal man is so prone to venerate, even to deify, his extraordinary

compatriots and superhuman superiors.

UP1252 - The resident governor general has no actual personal authority

in the management of world affairs except as the representative of the

twenty-four Jerusem counselors. He acts as the co-ordinator of superhuman

administration and is the respected head and universally recognized leader of

the celestial beings functioning on Urantia. All orders of angelic hosts regard

him as their co-ordinating director, while the united midwayers, since the de-

parture of 1-2-3 the first to become one of the twenty-four counselors, really

look upon the successive governors general as their planetary fathers.

UP1253 - Although the governor general does not possess actual and

personal authority on the planet, he hands down scores of rulings and deci-

sions each day which are accepted as final by all personalities concerned. He

is much more of a fatherly adviser than a technical ruler. In certain ways he

functions as would a Planetary Prince, but his administration much more closely

resembles that of the Material Sons.

UP1252 - Each of the other isolated worlds is advised by similar and

varying sized commissions of its onetime inhabitants, but these other commis-

sions are subordinate to the Urantian group of twenty-four. While the members

of the latter commission are thus actively interested in every phase of human

progress on each quarantined world in Satania, they are especially and par-

ticularly concerned with the welfare and advancement of the mortal races of

Urantia, for they immediately and directly supervise the affairs of none of the

planets except Urantia, and even here their authority is not complete except-

ing in certain domains concerned with mortal survival.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

From these remarks we see the importance placed in the mortal races.  The

activity of our celestial Visitors is directed toward that emphasis, with a goal of

improvement in the genetic qualities of mankind.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

UP1252 -  No one knows how long these twenty-four Urantia counselors

will continue in their present status, detached from the regular program of

universe activities. They will no doubt continue to serve in their present ca-

pacities until some change in planetary status ensues, such as the end of a

dispensation, the assumption of full authority by Machiventa Melchizedek, the

final adjudication of the Lucifer rebellion, or the reappearance of Michael on

the world of his final bestowal. The present resident governor general of Uran-

tia seems inclined to the opinion that all but Machiventa may be released for

Paradise ascension the moment the system of Satania is restored to the con-

stellation circuits. But other opinions are also current.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

This conjecture probably is not correct.  We know from other revelation that

the Four-and-Twenty will continue into the indefinite future.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

UP514 - Seats numbers 17, 18, 19, and 20 are not permanently occupied.

They are temporarily filled by the unanimous consent of the sixteen perma-

nent members, being kept open for later assignment to ascending mortals

from the present postbestowal Son age on Urantia.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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UP1253 - The Urantia government is represented in the councils of Jerusem

in accordance with an arrangement whereby the returning governor general

sits as a temporary member of the System Sovereign’s cabinet of Planetary

Princes. It was expected, when Machiventa was designated vicegerent Prince,

that he would immediately assume his place in the council of the Planetary

Princes of Satania, but thus far he has made no gesture in this direction.

UP1253 - The supermaterial government of Urantia does not maintain a

very close organic relationship with the higher units of the local universe. In a

way, the resident governor general represents Salvington as well as Jerusem

since he acts on behalf of the twenty-four counselors, who are directly repre-

sentative of Michael and Gabriel. And being a Jerusem citizen, the planetary

governor can function as a spokesman for the System Sovereign. The constel-

lation authorities are represented directly by a Vorondadek Son, the Edentia

observer.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Undoubtedly the Four-and-Twenty play a singular role in the management of

world affairs.  We can speculate that its composition from former planetary resi-

dents has a distinctive flavor of sentimental attachment to this world, and all the

other rebellion torn worlds in this star system.


